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H 1035.1

HOUSE BI LL 1992

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives McMrris, Honeyford, Cenents and Thonpson

Read first tinme 02/17/97. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

AN ACT Relating to workplace safety rule inplenentation; and
anendi ng RCW 49. 17. 050.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW49.17.050 and 1973 ¢ 80 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

In the adoption of rules and regulations under the authority of
this chapter, the director shall:

(1) Provide for the preparation, adoption, anmendnent, or repeal of
rules and regulations of safety and health standards governing the
condi tions of enploynent of general and special applicationin all work
pl aces;

(2) Provide for the adoption of occupational health and safety
standards which are at I|east as effective as those adopted or
recogni zed by the United States secretary of |abor under the authority
of the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-596
84 Stat. 1590);

(3) Provide a nmethod of encouraging enployers and enployees in
their efforts to reduce the nunber of safety and health hazards at
their work places and to stinmul ate enpl oyers and enpl oyees to institute
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new and to perfect existing prograns for providing safe and heal t hful
wor ki ng condi ti ons;

(4) Provide for the promul gation of health and safety standards and
the control of conditions in all work places concerni ng gases, vapors,
dust, or other airborne particles, toxic materials, or harnful physical
agents which shall set a standard whi ch nost adequately assures, to the
extent feasible, on the basis of the best avail able evidence, that no
enpl oyee will suffer material inpairnent of health or functional
capacity even i f such enpl oyee has regul ar exposure to the hazard deal t
with by such standard for the period of his working life; any such
st andards shal |l require where appropriate the use of protective devices
or equi pnment and for nonitoring or measuring any such gases, vapors,
dust, or other airborne particles, toxic materials, or harnful physical
agent s;

(5) Provide for appropriate reporting procedures by enployers with
respect to such information relating to conditions of enploynment which
will assist in achieving the objectives of this chapter;

(6) Provide for the frequency, nethod, and manner of the maki ng of
i nspections of work places w thout advance notice; and,

(7) Provide for the publication and dissem nation to enployers,
enpl oyees, and | abor organi zati ons and t he posti ng where appropri ate by
enpl oyers of informational, education, or training material s cal cul ated
to aid and assist in achieving the objectives of this chapter;

(8) Provide for the establishnent of new and the perfection and
expansi on of existing prograns for occupational safety and health
education for enployers and enployees, and, in addition institute
met hods and procedures for the establishnment of a programfor voluntary
conpliance solely through the use of advice and consultation wth
enpl oyers and enpl oyees with reconmendati ons i ncl udi ng reconmendat i ons
of methods to abate violations relating to the requirements of this
chapter and all applicable safety and health standards and rul es and
regul ati ons promul gated pursuant to the authority of this chapter;

(9) Provide for the adoption of safety and health standards
requiring the use of safeguards in trenches and excavati ons and around
openi ngs of hoistways, hatchways, elevators, stairways, and simlar
openi ngs;

(10) Provide for the pronulgation of health and safety standards
requiring the use of safeguards for all vats, pans, trimers, cut off,
gang edger, and other saws, planers, presses, forners, cogs, gearing,

HB 1992 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NN R R R R R R RR R
N P O © 00 NO O D WOWDN B O

belting, shafting, coupling, set screws, live rollers, conveyors,
mangl es in laundries, and machinery of simlar description, which can
be effectively guarded with due regard to the ordinary use of such
machi nery and appliances and the danger to enpl oyees therefrom and
with which the enpl oyees of any such work place nay cone in contact
while in the performance of their duties and prescribe nethods,
practices, or processes to be foll owed by enpl oyers which will enhance
the health and safety of enployees in the performance of their duties
when in proximty to machinery or appliances nentioned in this
subsection;

(11) Certify that within ten business days of the adoption of any
significant legislative rule, as defined by RCW34. 05. 328, a neeti ng of
i npacted parties is convened to: (a) Identify anbiguities and probl em
areas in the rule; (b) coordinate education and public relations
efforts by all parties; (c) provide coments regarding internal
departnment training and enforcenment plans; and (d) provide coments
regarding appropriate evaluation nechanisns to determne the
ef fectiveness of the new rule. The neeting shall include a bal anced
representation of both business and |abor from inpacted industries,
depart ment personnel responsible for the above subject areas, and ot her
agenci es or key stakehol der groups as determ ned by the departnent. An
exi sting advisory commttee may be utilized if appropriate.

- END ---
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